


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Moving Forward 

Poised for Growth

INDUSTRY + INNOVATION + LIFESTYLE

2015 Year in Review
Report to Investors
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Year in Review

The EDC now has a 
comprehensive economic 
development strategic plan 
and we are well on our way 
to securing appropriate 
public and private sector 
funding levels to execute it.

– Pete Tesch, President, EDC

Message from 
Tom Wilkinson, Chairman,  
EDC Board of Directors

It has been my privilege 
to serve as EDC Chairman 
over the last two years. As 
you well know, my direction 
has been strictly focused 
on growing and improving 

the effectiveness of the EDC and constantly 
promoting St. Lucie County as the ideal location 
for economic development. Yes, St. Lucie County 
is open for business!

The EDC’s singular goal is to help grow and 
diversify our economy. Our recent successes 
have been realized through the enthusiastic 
support of government, education and the 
business community. This economic development 
partnership has been instrumental in creating a 

new strategic plan to help create 
more, high paying jobs for St. 
Lucie County. 

Each of our partners plays a 
critical role in implementing and 
supporting our strategy, whether 
it is: government ensuring 
permitting and regulatory 
processes are streamlined; 
appropriate land, buildings and 
infrastructure are in place; or 
qualified, skilled workers are 
readily available for employers. 

Just as important, our partners serve as 
ambassadors. They share St. Lucie County’s story 
with prospective new and expanding businesses 
– promoting all the unique attributes and 
strengths of our community and communicating 
to executives that we are indeed poised to be the 
best location for their business!

We want to say thank you to our partners and 
investors for your commitment to and investment 
in the EDC. Your continuous involvement and 
collaboration have certainly enabled us to create 
a thriving business environment and economic 
prosperity here in St. Lucie far into to the 
foreseeable future. 

Message from

Pete Tesch, President, 
EDC

Dear EDC Investors:

It’s hard to believe year 2016 
is upon us and it has been 
24 months since charting a 
new direction and rebuilding 
the Economic Development 

Council of St. Lucie County (EDC)!

As you know, our plan was to strengthen the 
working relationships with our governmental, 
educational, business and community partners. 
The goal was to transform the EDC into a 
more effective, credible and impactful business 
organization while making 
economic growth and job 
creation a top priority. 

Additionally, after 
considerable stakeholder 
involvement, the EDC 
now has a comprehensive 
economic development 
strategic plan and we are 
well on our way to securing 
appropriate public and 
private sector funding levels 
to execute it. 

In both of these endeavors, we have certainly 
succeeded!

We also have solid, measurable results to share in 
the attraction of new industry and the expansion 
of existing businesses in St. Lucie County 
including Rocla Concrete Ties, Expert Shutter 
Services and Teleperformance. Through the efforts 
of our economic development partnership, new 
high value jobs, considerable capital investment 
and growth of the tax base have occurred. This is 
a powerful testament that our collective efforts 
are making a positive difference in our local 
economy and most importantly, in the lives of the 
residents of this great community! 
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Economic Growth 
Summit and  
Strategic Plan
In June 2015, as part of our efforts 
to create an economic development 
strategy, the EDC hosted an Economic 
Growth Summit. Facilitated by Mary 
Jane Stanley of Stanley Advisory 
Associates, the summit resulted in 
six strategic goals as the focus of our 
2015-2020 Strategic Plan:

Goal 1: Develop product – land and 
buildings

Goal 2: Position the County’s image 
and brand for economic development

Goal 3: Develop infrastructure for 
balanced growth   

Goal 4: Position the county for 
economic development – business 
climate (includes workforce readiness 
and education)

Goal 5: Develop business retention, 
expansion and attraction countywide

Goal 6: Develop tourism infrastructure 
– improve quality of life

Ellen Contreras, table captain, Lisa Ashmore  
and Judy Cruz at Economic Growth Summit

Kori Benton, Shyanne Helms, Daniel Holbrook, Mark Satterlee  
and Pete Tesch visit Enterprise Florida office

Initial Action Plan and  
Jump Starting the Initiative 
In January 2014, the EDC launched an action plan with 
long-term initiatives that focus on business recruitment, 
expansion, retention, workforce readiness, and 
entrepreneurial development to create jobs. 

The ultimate goal of creating more, high-paying jobs 
for residents can only be achieved when the EDC and 
community partners are all moving forward in the 
same direction and working in concert on agreed upon 
strategies to promote the retention and expansion of 
existing businesses, as well as attracting new ones to 
St. Lucie County.

Several efforts are underway or have been completed 
which include Community Resource Profile, Target 
Industry Study, St. Lucie Corridor Initiative, Comprehensive 
Communications and Media Relations Plan, and an 
Economic Development Strategic Plan, as well as providing 
economic and business intelligence data.

Our Economic Development Partnerships include:

• St. Lucie County

• City of Port St. Lucie

• City of Fort Pierce

• Indian River State College

• St. Lucie Public Schools

• CareerSource Research Coast

• St. Lucie Chamber of Commerce

• Small Business Development Center

• Enterprise Florida

• Our Business Partners



Familiarization tour for Enterprise Florida team
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EDC 2015 and 2016 Budgets

As a result of focused leadership and 
increased public and private sector 
investment, the financial capability of  
the EDC is remarkably improved.

Business Recruitment and 
Marketing Efforts 2015–2016 
• Created new internal and external collateral 

materials 

• Launched a new user-friendly, interactive website

• Produced a video series to market St. Lucie 
County in partnership with the Realtors of St. Lucie 
(and in collaboration with the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce and St. Lucie County Tourist 
Development Council)

• Participated in production services of “St. Lucie 
Works” video clips, a County initiative, to profile 
individual companies

• Attended International Council of Shopping Centers 
Trade Show and the National Business Aviation 
Association and MRO Americas Trade Shows

• Conducted Enterprise Florida site visits

• Participated in Florida’s Research Coast Economic 
Development Coalition site consultants’ event – Dallas 

Welcome 
The Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County (EDC) is a private, 501(c)(6) not-for-

profit organization working to enrich the economic vitality of our community through retention, 

expansion and relocation of companies to St. Lucie County. 
Our mission is simply to help create more, high-paying jobs for St. Lucie County residents. 

Diversifying our economy will broaden the tax base, improve infrastructure and educational 

systems, deepen our labor pool and create a more prosperous community. To accomplish this, the EDC harnesses the collective power and expertise of our business 

community and public partners to promote the retention and expansion of existing 

businesses, as well as attracting new ones to St. Lucie County.As you know, St. Lucie has unique attributes and strengths that appeal to many 

employers including its strategic location in South Florida. By having a robust 

economic development strategy, our community will be better positioned to 

effectively compete in an increasingly diverse, global economy. Letting 

corporate executives and site selectors know that “St. Lucie is open for 

business” is a key element in our marketing initiative.   
But we can’t accomplish our mission without you! Your 
involvement and investment in the EDC enables us to 
fund and implement our economic development and 
marketing efforts. Your support will ultimately help us 
accomplish our mission of economic prosperity and 
job creation for St. Lucie County. 

We hope you will join us! 

The Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County, Inc.

500 NW California Blvd. • Bldg. S, Suite 103 • Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 • 772-336-6250
Follow us on facebook: facebook.com/StLucieEDC

Visit us at youredc.comEConoMIC DEvELoPMEnT CounCIL of ST. LuCIE CounTy

youredc.com

youredc.com

The Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County, Inc.500 NW California Boulevard
Bldg. S, Suite 103
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
(772) 336-6250
 
Mailing address:
PO Box 881358
Port St. Lucie, FL 34988

Follow us on facebook: 
facebook.com/StLucieEDC

  

 

$615,950
 

2016 Revenue Budget

2015 Revenue Budget

 
$772,650 

2016 Expense Budget

 

$726,726

2015 Expense Budget

$614,514

 

Private Sector Investment Public Grants

Event Tickets Meeting Sponsors

Leadership Dinner Sponsors LOTL Sponsors

 Private Sector Investment Public Grants

Event Tickets Meeting Sponsors

Leadership Dinner Sponsors

 

 

 

 

  

Salaries & Benefits Business Attraction & Retention

Communications & Marketing Office Expense

Travel & Entertainment Meeting Expenses

Leadership Dinner LOTL
Rent Operating Reserve

Salaries & Benefits Business Attraction & Retention

Communications & Marketing Office Expense

Travel & Entertainment Meeting Expenses

Leadership Dinner LOTL
Rent Operating Reserve
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Business Retention, Expansion  
and Attraction 
Business Services Project

EDC partnered with the Pharus Group to provide 
feasibility studies and market research for new and 
expanding companies including:
• Advanced Machine & Tool 

• Hot-Pie/Island Joe’s

Existing Business Program

Existing industry visits were completed in partnership 
with CareerSource Research Coast and the Small 
Business Development Center to 49 companies in the 
following industries: manufacturing; distribution; marine; 
professional services; utilities; and real estate.

Assistance provided:  

• permitting with county 
and/or city

• zoning

• sign/land development 
code

• utilities

• incentive management

• real estate/location

• vendor supply/access

• workforce

Paul Chung, Hot-Pie/ 
Island Joe’s and Pete Tesch

County Administrator Howard Tipton, Pete 
Tesch and CenterState’s Tammy Roncaglione, 
and Commissioner Tod Mowery gather with 

staff at Advanced Machine & Tool. 

Sunshine Kitchen 

Treasure Coast Research Park was 
awarded an EDA grant to build a 
professionally equipped, commercial 
kitchen and research lab designed to 
help entrepreneurs in the development 
of commercially viable food ventures.

Manufacturers’ Workshops

In 2015 a partnership between the EDC, 
CenterState Bank, Advanced Machine 
& Tool, Apple Machine & Tool, Atlantic 
Precision and Phoenix Metals formed to 
discuss resources for their businesses and 
workforce needs, develop relationships 
with government partners and gain 
a collective voice in St. Lucie County. 
More than 50 local manufacturers 
have attended quarterly events during 
2015 and are now in the early stages 
of establishing a local manufacturer’s 
council. 

“The market research provided by the EDC through 
the Pharus Group was greatly appreciated. We 
continue to evaluate the report to determine how 
to generate future orders from companies that may 
need AM&T manufacturing services.” 

– Jerry Jacques, General Manager, Advanced Machine and Tool

Jim Turner, Pete Tesch, Tammy Roncaglione,  
Mark Satterlee and Peter Jones

 Maverick Boat Company site visit

More than 50 manufacturers attend forum
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Unemployment

OCT 2015 OCT 2014 OCT 2013

St. Lucie County 6.4 % 7.1 % 9.3 %

Florida 5.4 % 5.8 % 6.7 %

Single Family Home Sales 

Q3 2015 Q3 2014 Q3 2013

Median Sale Price $160,000 $137,000 $124,000

Months Supply of Inventory 3.4 4.0 4.5

Total Taxable Values  

2015 2014 2013

St. Lucie County $16.3 billion* $15.6 billion $15.1 billion

Building permits issued

2015 2014 2013

St. Lucie County 6,773 6,579 5,703

City of Port St. Lucie 1,378 1,244 904

City of Fort Pierce 42 33 20
*The 2015 Value Adjustment Board is currently in session; therefore, the reported 2015 value may change  
depending upon the decisions made by the board. (12/7/15)

Economic and Unemployment Data for St. Lucie County

Name of Firm Jobs Created
Average Annual 

Earnings
Total New 

Payroll
Capital 

Investment
Ad Valorem & 
Property Taxes

Expert Shutter Services 10 $35,000 $350,000 $2,000,000 $51,000

Rocla Concrete Tie, Inc. 42 $44,000* $1,848,000 $10,000,000 $254,000

Teleperformance+ 300-500 NA NA $7,100,000 $180,000

* (Includes Benefits Package)
+ Project Pending 

Business Recruitment and Expansion

 Doug Davis, Port St. Lucie Mayor Oravec and Mike Heissenberg 
at Expert Shutter Services groundbreaking

Rocla Concrete Ties’ new 17,500-square-foot manufacturing 
facility under construction
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Unemployment

OCT 2015 OCT 2014 OCT 2013

St. Lucie County 6.4 % 7.1 % 9.3 %

Florida 5.4 % 5.8 % 6.7 %

Single Family Home Sales 

Q3 2015 Q3 2014 Q3 2013

Median Sale Price $160,000 $137,000 $124,000

Months Supply of Inventory 3.4 4.0 4.5

Total Taxable Values  

2015 2014 2013

St. Lucie County $16.3 billion* $15.6 billion $15.1 billion

Building permits issued

2015 2014 2013

St. Lucie County 6,773 6,579 5,703

City of Port St. Lucie 1,378 1,244 904

City of Fort Pierce 42 33 20
*The 2015 Value Adjustment Board is currently in session; therefore, the reported 2015 value may change  
depending upon the decisions made by the board. (12/7/15)

2016 Leadership 
Dinner
April 28, 2016

Leaders on  
the Links 
December 1-2, 2016

LEADERS ON THE LINKS 

On October 22 & 23 the EDC hosted 
our inaugural Leaders on the Links, 
a two-day event that included the 
Sunset Soiree cocktail reception 
attended by 300 guests, a golf 

tournament, and golf and tennis 
clinics.  Leaders on the Links 
was an opportunity for investors, 
supporters and guests to enjoy 
networking and camaraderie while 
raising funds to support EDC’s 
important job creation initiative. 

Save the Date 

Our investors 
make the 

EDC great! 

LEADERSHIP DINNER 

Under the direction and leadership 
of the EDC’s Events Taskforce the 
3rd Annual Leadership Dinner and 
presentation of the Pete Hegener 
Leadership Award was held at 
Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country Club on 
February 13, 2015. Mark Robitaille, CEO of Martin 
Health System, was the recipient of the coveted 
Leadership Award.

Leadership Dinner guests: Vickie and Christopher Morhardt,  
Joe and Deb Wojcik and Emily McHugh

Ken Pruitt, Wes McCurry, Mark Robitaille, and Denise Hegener 
presenting award

1st Place Winners, Bob Raynes, Tom MacNicholas,  
Bob Brunjes and Sam Forrest

Michelle and Nelson Bennett, Jim Anderson, Wes McCurry,  
Jane Rowley, Dr. Ed Massey and Michael Wolf at Sunset Soiree

Leadership – Inspiration – Partnership 
The EDC hosts a number of special events as a way for investors – as well as our governmental and 
educational partners – to strengthen relationships and better connect with the goals, objectives and 
achievements of the EDC. Two of our signature events are highlighted below.



2015 EDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Special thanks to our Directors for their 
commitment and leadership

Mike Adams, Adams Ranch

Terissa Aronson, SLC Chamber of Commerce

Jeff Bremer, City of Port St. Lucie

Amy Brunjes, Florida Power & Light Company

Bob Brunjes, Treasure Coast Newspapers

Linda Cox, City of Fort Pierce

Ian Cotner, AT&T Florida

Megan Davis, PhD, FAU’s Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute 

Scott Davis, Tropicana

Christopher E. Fogal, CPA, PA, Proctor, Crook, 
Crowder & Fogal

Wayne Gent, St. Lucie Public Schools

Richard A. Houghten, PhD, Torrey Pines Institute  
for Molecular Studies

Richard E. Kolleda, FACHE, Spherion

Greg Lowe, Lawnwood Regional Medical Center  
& Heart Institute

Edwin R. Massey, PhD, Indian River State College

Wes McCurry, Tradition Land Company 

Tim Perkins, PE, Fort Pierce Utilities Authority

Mark Robitaille, Martin Health System

Tammy Roncaglione, CenterState Bank

Staci Storms, Realtors of St. Lucie County 

Richard Stetson, CareerSource Research Coast

Jimmy Terry, PGA, PGA Golf Club

Peter Tesch, Economic Development Council

Howard Tipton, St. Lucie County

Tom Wilkinson, Seacoast Bank 

Joel C. Zwemer, esq., Dean Mead

Peter J. Tesch, President
Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County, Inc.

500 NW California Boulevard, Building S, Suite 103
Port St. Lucie, FL  34986

772.336.6250
ptesch@youredc.com

youredc.com

PARTNERS

Leadership Level 

Asset Specialists, Inc.

Bank of America

Florida Business Development Corp.

Home Town Cable Plus

Seacoast Bank

Treasure Coast Newspapers

Tropicana

FOLLOW  
US ON

INDUSTRY + INNOVATION + LIFESTYLE



January 5, 20161



Moving Forward. Poised for Growth.

Presentation to 
City of Port St. Lucie

2015 Year In Review
Economic Impacts Trending Now

January 11, 20162



Agenda

• 2015 Year In Review – Progress Report

• The Economic Development Partnership

• Big Ideas – Executing the Plan & Going Forward

• Trending Now – Key Opportunities and Challenges 
Impacting Our Economy in 2016

January 11, 20163



Economic Development Partnerships

• St. Lucie County
• City of Port St. Lucie
• City of Fort Pierce
• Indian River State College
• St. Lucie Public Schools
• CareerSource Research Coast
• St. Lucie Chamber of Commerce
• Small Business Development Center
• Enterprise Florida
• Our Business Partners

January 11, 20164



Economic and Unemployment Data 
for St. Lucie County

January 11, 20165

Unemployment OCT 2015 OCT 2014 OCT 2013
St. Lucie County 6.4 % 7.1 % 9.3 %
Florida 5.4 % 5.8 % 6.7 %

Single Family Home Sales Q3 2015 Q3 2014 Q3 2013
Median Sale Price $160,000 $137,000 $124,000
# of Months Inventory 3.4 4.0 4.5

Total Taxable Values 2015 2014 2013
St. Lucie County $16.3 billion* $15.6 billion $15.1 billion

Certificates of Occupancy 2015 2014 2013
St. Lucie County 109 106 74
City of Port St. Lucie 1,541 1,244 904
City of Fort Pierce 42** 33 20
*The 2015 Value Adjustment Board is currently in session; therefore, the reported 2015 value may change depending upon 
the decisions made by the board. (12/7/15)
** Data gathered in December may not include all CO’s through end of 2015.



Business Retention, Recruitment 
and Attraction

January 11, 20166

Name of Firm Jobs Created Average 
Annual 

Earnings

Total New 
Payroll

Capital 
Investment

Ad Valorem & 
Property Taxes

Expert Shutter Services 10 $35,000 $350,000 $2,000,000 $51,000

Rocla, Inc. 42 $44,000* $1,848,000 $10,000,000 $254,000

Teleperformance+ 300-500 NA NA $7,100,000 $180,000

* (Includes Benefits Package)
+ Project Pending 

During 2015 the EDC worked on over a dozen economic development projects, 
recent successes include:



Projects Update

January 11, 20167

Maverick Boats



Existing Business Program

Assistance provided:
• permitting with county and/or city
• zoning
• sign/land development code
• utilities
• incentive management
• real estate/location
• vendor supply/access
• workforce

January 11, 20168



Manufacturers’ Council

January 11, 20169



Strategic Plan

• Goal 1: Develop product – land and buildings 
• Goal 2: Position the County’s image & brand for 

economic development 
• Goal 3: Develop infrastructure for balanced growth
• Goal 4: Position the county for economic development –

business climate (includes workforce readiness & 
education)

• Goal 5: Develop business retention, expansion and 
attraction countywide 

• Goal 6: Develop tourism infrastructure – improve quality 
of life 

January 11, 201610



EDC Budgets – 2015 and 2016

January 11, 201611

2015 Revenue Budget
$615,950

Private Sector Investment Public Grants

Event Tickets Meeting Sponsors

Leadership Dinner Sponsors

2016 Revenue Budget
$772,650

Private Sector Investment Public Grants

Event Tickets Meeting Sponsors

Leadership Dinner Sponsors LOTL Sponsors

2015 Expense Budget
$614,514

Salaries & Benefits Business Attraction & Retention

Communications & Marketing Office Expense

Travel & Entertainment Meeting Expenses

Leadership Dinner LOTL

Rent Operating Reserve

2016 Expense Budget
$726,726

Salaries & Benefits Business Attraction & Retention

Communications & Marketing Office Expense

Travel & Entertainment Meeting Expenses

Leadership Dinner LOTL

Rent Operating Reserve



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Manufacturing is making a comeback

January 11, 201612

Manufacturing Job Fair



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Helping Large Local Employers (QVC)

January 11, 201613



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Helping Large Local Employers (Teleperformance)

January 11, 201614



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Treasure Coast International Airport

January 11, 201615
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• Port of Fort Pierce
• Marine Industry

Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• VGTI 
• Tradition Commerce Park

January 11, 201617



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Heath Care is Leading the Charge in Job and Economic 

Growth

January 11, 201618

St. Lucie Medical Center New ER at Darwin Square

Tradition Medical Center Groundbreaking

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center 
Trauma Air Transport



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Tightening Labor Markets and Skills Gap 

January 11, 201619



Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges
• Affordable Workforce Housing and Labor Mobility

January 11, 201620



January 11, 201621

Trending Now –
Opportunities and Challenges

• Marketing and Promoting 
the Community



Peter J. Tesch, President

Economic Development Council of 
St. Lucie County, Inc.

T: (772) 336-6254
C: (772) 812-0623

ptesch@YourEDC.com

www.YourEDC.com

www.facebook.com/StLucieEDC

January 11, 201622
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