
Born on March 11th 1994 in Carmel, New York, Amanda Sofia has always been 
passionate about music of many genres and dancing of many styles. She started 
singing and dancing at the age of 9. Growing up, she sang at church for weekly masses 
as a soprano and danced at Kimberly's School of Dance. She started with tap, jazz, 
hiphop, ballet, and lyrical. A few years later, she became a dance teacher's assistant 
there for preschool ballet & tap. In 2008, at age 14, she joined the Centennial High 
School Choir as an alto and switched to South Florida Dance Company where she was 
also a teacher's assistant. She was the lead singer for an original band and several 
cover bands throughout high school and still kept up with her dance education at SFDC. 
In 2011, she attended Wings to Fly Dance Academy for a year and then started at 
Genesis School of Dance in 2012, which is also the year she graduated high school as 
a member of the Tri-M Music Honors Society. She then attended Indian River State 
College on a Vocal Performance scholarship. She learned classical singing, piano, and 
music theory from very reputable instructors. She participated in IRSC's Company 
Ensemble, which she was the choreographer for in all of the advanced variety concerts 
the group participated in. During her time at IRSC as a student, she also taught private 
voice/piano lessons along with a group vocal class at the Indian River State College 
Performing Arts Academy for young children. Currently, she is the cantor at St. 
Bernadette Church & the lead singer of local band “Relayer”. She sings at events, 
weddings, and funerals as a professional soloist. She is also a vocal/piano instructor at 
Key to Music. She loves being a music instructor & hopes to use her knowledge to 
positively influence the lives of her students in many ways. 

Amanda Sofia



Captain Anthony (Tony) Raimondo is currently assigned as the Patrol Operations 
Captain for the Sanford Police Department and brings 20 years of Florida law 
enforcement experience to the Fair & Impartial Policing team.  He has served in 
numerous supervisory positions within his department including Patrol, Street 
Crimes, and Narcotics/Vice Unit and he has held administrative leadership 
positions in Professional Standards, Training, and Tactical Operations.  Captain 
Raimondo has a MS in Criminal Justice from the University of Central Florida.  He 
is also a graduate from the F.B.I. National Academy 260th Session and the 
Command Officers Development Course through the Southern Police Institute, 
University of Louisville.  Prior to entering law enforcement, Captain Raimondo 
served nine years in the United States Marine Corps as an infantryman and 
ANGLICO fire control team member.  He is a veteran of operations in Panama and 
the Persian Gulf War.  

Captain Tony Raimondo



Isaac Knight is a family man with a great sense of humor. He began his journey as a 
Highwayman by selling other artists’ work. He started painting when he realized he could make 
more money if he sold and painted. Painting and selling was a second job for Isaac so he 
worked at it on weekends and during the evenings. He’s a quick learner and a hard worker 
because he says, “I had to be.” He’s now happy to spent time enjoying the creative process and 
sharing his love of painting with others, especially his granddaughter Desirae.

Isaac is his harshest critic. Asked how his paintings compare to the other Highwaymen, he 
claims, “I still don’t think I’m as good as the others.” He never dreamed he’d be an artist, but in 
reflection, he’s very glad he has something to do in his retirement that he loves.

He paints in his garage where he sets up more than one canvas at a time. Most of his scenes 
come from his memory. Even in the early days, he never painted from pictures; instead, he 
remembered the landscape from his travels around the state. He continues to experiment with 
his signature black and white landscapes and still makes about half his own frames.

Isaac strongly believes in sharing what he has learned. He teaches at a school in Stuart several 
times a year, as well as at Desirae’s school and his church. If the Highwaymen tradition carries 
on to other generations, that would make Isaac Knight a happy man.

Issac Knight
Florida Highwaymen Artist



Mary Ann Carroll is the sole woman in the group of artists known as the "Florida 
Highwaymen". Born in 1940 into a family of sharecroppers, her family moved to Fort 
Pierce, Florida when she was 8. There, Mary Ann had an opportunity to watch Harold 
Newton paint. Inspired by Harold's work, she joined the ragtag bunch of artists early on, 
bringing a gifted way of looking at colour to the group. First Mary Ann Carroll Paintings 
were sold when she was of the age of 18, and when she often traveled alone throughout 
the state to sell her work carrying a small gun to protect herself. Fearless, she even sold 
paintings in Okeechobee where "the guys" refused to go because of a greater sense of 
racial tension. Motivated by the necessity of supporting seven children after her husband 
abandoned their family when the youngest was 5, she painted in part to supplement her 
income from housecleaning. 

Many of Mary Ann Carroll paintings are painted in usual manner for Highwaymen artists – 
on upson board, with crown molding as a frame. She is one of the few Highwaymen that 
learned to mix colours to enhance details early on. She still uses a kitchen spoon to mix 
oils – a Highwaymen trademark. Many of her paintings are sized 24 x 36, because she 
painted about 2 that size each day. She also sold smaller works including 18 x 24 and 12 
x 24 sizes. Now in her 60's she still paints, often to fill commission requests. 

Mary Ann Carroll paintings are filled with crisp details, vibrant colours and the sense of the 
peace and harmony she feels while creating each one. Even shadowed areas in her 
paintings are crafted by darkening other colours in the work, and seem to teem with life. 
Her Florida landscapes exemplify the wild energy of undeveloped Florida, and create a 
sense of timelessness in each pictorial history that viewers want to escape to, again and 
again. Despite of the fact that she painted a great number of works during her career, her 
paintings are not very often offered for sale. 

Mary Ann Carroll
Florida Highwaymen Artist



Gibson, who was born January 1, 1938, in Fort Pierce, Florida, attended the local Catholic 
school for blacks (where his father was the custodian). He is the fourth generation of his family 
to have been born in Florida. The eldest of eight children, he later attended Lincoln Park 
Academy. When Zora Neale Hurston, a teacher there, died, Gibson was selected to be one of 
the pallbearers at her funeral. After graduation from Lincoln Park, he went to Tennessee State 
University to study biology, but moved back home when his money ran out.

Gibson was one of Alfred Hair’s best friends and was inspired by Hair and some friendly 
competition to start painting and selling. He is one of the five original Highwaymen.

Charming and always well-dressed, Gibson now counts among his collectors Gladys
Knight and Steven Spielberg, who used one of his paintings in his 2002 movie Catch Me If 
You Can. One of his paintings hangs in the White House. He forged a friendship with the 
former Florida governor Jeb Bush and his wife, Columba, and was commissioned to create 
several paintings for the Florida Governor’s Mansion. Today, he has a long list of commissions 
for his paintings. He has received numerous awards for his work within the state’s school 
system. Gibson is listed as one of the state’s famous African-Americans. His longtime 
companion is Estelle Dunn, and he has three children.

James Gibson
Florida Highwaymen Artist



Christopher A. Gaston | Treasure Coast Immigration Firm

Christopher A. Gaston Immigration Attorney

Immigration attorney Christopher A. Gaston is the managing partner of The Gaston Law Firm, P. A.. Mr. Gaston
provides comprehensive business and family immigration representation to clients worldwide.

With substantial experience handling complex immigration law matters, Mr. Gaston brings an innovative and
problemsolving approach to challenging immigration cases. Mr. Gaston's clients include international investors
and entrepreneurs, multimillion dollar commercial entities, startup companies, religious institutions, as well as
families and individuals seeking to make the United States their home.

Mr. Gaston works extensively on cases within the EB5 immigrant investor visa program, which allows US
businesses to raise capital and provides a pathway for foreign investors to gain permanent residency and
eventually US citizenship. In addition, Mr. Gaston's business immigration practice includes representing
applicants for E2 (treaty investors), E1 (treaty traders), L1, EB1, and EB2 visas. Mr. Gaston takes pride in
helping individuals and businesses overcome immigration hurdles as they expand into the global marketplace.

An important part of Mr. Gaston's immigration practice is bringing families together in the United States and
helping individuals secure the access they need to the United States. This includes securing visas for family
members, spouses, fiancé(e)s, students, religious workers, athletes, entertainers and visitors. In addition, Mr.
Gaston assists clients with such matters as Temporary Protected Status (TPS), Employment Authorization,
Citizenship/Naturalization, Residency (Green Cards), Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, Resident
Card (Green Card) renewal, passports, birth certificates, immigration interviews, Adjustment of Status, Change
of Status, and waivers. Mr. Gaston also has experience in successfully appealing improperly denied immigration
filings.



As a former prosecutor, Mr. Gaston has extensive experience in criminal law, and he understands how a
criminal case can impact one's immigration status. Mr. Gaston provides immigration counsel to criminal
attorneys and their clients regarding case resolution strategies that ameliorate the negative impact of criminal
cases for noncitizens. Similarly, Mr. Gaston advocates for the rights of noncitizens who become victims of
crimes and domestic abuse while in the US.

Mr. Gaston obtained his law degree from the University of Georgia School of Law, a toptier law school with an
excellent reputation for international law. In addition, Mr. Gaston holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal
Justice. Before graduating from law school, Mr. Gaston gained experience with several government agencies,
including the Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Department of
Justice, the Georgia Bureau of Investigations and the Georgia Department of Corrections. In addition, prior to
founding his own immigration practice, Mr. Gaston was a prosecutor for the State Attorney's Offices for Miami
Dade County and Martin County, Florida. Mr. Gaston has lived in Germany and travelled in South America,
Central America, Europe and the Caribbean. Through this experience, Mr. Gaston has developed an enhanced
ability to relate to individuals from various cultures around the world.



Mary A. Rosendahl, born in Camden New Jersey, moved to Miami where I 
attended elementary thru senior high school at Miami Edison Senior High.  
Attended University of South Florida, Tampa. I Moved to Jensen Beach and 
began work in 1970 with BellSouth.  Married Michael R. Rosendahl in June, 1972 
and moved to Fort Pierce.  Attended IRCC receiving an AA degree. Went on to 
Barry University receiving a BA in Liberal Arts in 1995.  Left Bellsouth in 1997 
and began seminary. Attended The Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando 
and then Sewanee Theological Seminary at the University of the South in 
Sewanee Tennesee, graduating in 2001.  Was ordained as a deacon in the 
Episcopal Church in Orlando Florida May 2001 and then as a priest in December 
2001.

Worked as an Associate Priest at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Jacksonville, 
Fl from 2001 – 2003.  Began work at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and Academy 
in March 2004 as Associate Priest and Chaplain to the Academy.  In 2008 I 
began working at The Episcopal Church of the Nativity in Port St. Lucie as the 
rector. I continue to serve on the board of trustees for Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Academy.  

Mike and I have been married for 44 years and have two daughters, Anna 
Michelle Gillard (Craig) and Sarah Anne Bearor.  We have 4 grandchildren, 
Connor, Jackson, Molly and Jude.  We also have two Golden Retrievers, Charlie 
and Samantha! 

Reverend Mary Rosendahl



WYDEE' A EMANUEL WILSON 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

"Favour is deceitful. and beauty is vain, but a woman that feareth the Lord. 

she shall be praised." 

Proverbs 31 :30 

Wydee'a Emanuel Wilson, the first black female Chief of Probation for the Florida Department 

of Juvenile Justice in Circuit 19 gives of her time and energy to causes that impact the lives of 

children in and out of the juvenile justice system. Mrs. Wilson is co-host of the "Pay It Forward" 

radio program on 104.5 WFLM the Flame. She is a member of the Roundtable of St. Lucie 

County; the Executive Roundtable of Indian River County; the Executive Roundtable for the 

Shared Services Network of Okeechobee County and the Shared Services Network Executive 

Roundtable of Martin County. All organizations in the community aimed at improving the lives 

of children and their families. She serves as the chair of the Economic Sufficiency Network of 

the Roundtable of SLC. Mrs. Wilson is a key member of the Restoring the Village community 

aimed at combating gang violence in St. Lucie County. She attends the Circuit 19 Advisory Board 

Meetings, the Concerned Citizens meetings and many other meetings in and out of St. Lucie 

County. 

Mrs. Wilson has been with the Department of Juvenile Justice for 17 years. Her DJJ career 

began in St. Lucie County as a juvenile probation officer. Her dedication and hard work laid the 

groundwork for promotional opportunities within the Department in Indian River, Martin and 

Okeechobee Counties. She is the wife of the Rev. Jack B. Wilson, Sr. pastor of Evergreen First 

Missionary Baptist Church in Indiantown and mother of Jashaad, Bria, Jack Jr., Joshua and 

Brichelle. Mrs. Wilson earned a Bachelor of Science Degree at Florida Agricultural and 

Mechanical University in Tallahassee in 1994. She majored in Broadcast Journalism and 

minored in Criminal Justice. Mrs. Wilson's passion steered her towards the criminal justice field. 

Although a gifted and talented speaker, she found working with children more rewarding. Mrs. 

Wilson taught high school at her Alma mater, South Fork, for a couple of years before finding 

her way to DJJ. She believes that God has strategically positioned her in the right position, at 

the right time, in the right place to see his will brought to fruition in the juvenile justice system. 

Mrs. Wilson is a current resident of Indiantown in Martin County but lived in St. Lucie County 

for almost 10 years. She is the first born child of five to Charles and Lizzie Emanuel both of 

Indiantown. 



Like the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Mrs. Wilson considers herself a "drum major for justice". 

She serves on numerous organizations in the community planning events for Dr. King day and 

black history month. Mrs. Wilson is the church clerk and reporter at Evergreen FMBC. She is the 

correspondence secretary for Congress# 5 of the So. Florida Progressive Baptist Association. 

Wydee'a Emanuel Wilson has received numerous awards during her formational years in public 

school as well as on her job. She has been awarded the American Legion Award on several 

occasions. She has been named Employee of the Month over her many years with the 

Department. She also received Employee of the Year in 2004 for Circuit 19, plus Employee of 

the Year for the South Region. The South Region consists of employees from Circuits 11, 15, 16, 

17, 19 and 20. Mrs. Wilson is certified in Instructor's Techniques Workshop and is a Certified 

Public Manager. She is also a Bridges Out of Poverty certified trainer. 

Her Motto: "I believe all children are capable of success, no exceptions!" 



s· 
SHAZlER 
THE NORM ... 

Vernon serves as a Chaplain and Family 
Counselor for the National Football 
Players Fathers Association. For many 
years he served as a NFL Chaplain with 
the Miami Dolphins. He is Director of 
Football Operations at PMR Sports, 
President of The Champion Leader and 
the Executive Pastor at Mount Bethel 
Ministries. He is an innovative leader, 
author and executive speech coach 
who uphold the highest standards of 
personal and professional integrity. He 
is committed to helping individuals and 
leaders of all walks of life reach "Cham
pionship Status". He is sought after 
throughout the country as a motiva
tional keynote speaker and lecturer in 
the areas of leadership, team develop
ment and public speaking. He is mar
riage to Shawn Shazier and has two 
sons Ryan and Vernon. 

He holds a degree in Bio-Medical Engi
neering from Keiser University, a Bache
lor of Science in Psychology from Nova 
Southeastern University. He is also a 
graduate of George W. Truett Theologi
cal Seminary, Baylor University in Waco, 

Texas, where he received a Master 
of Divinity in Theology. 

When not serving clients or his 
church, Vernon enjoys working out, 

reading, going to the movies with 
his wife and playing golf. 



Shaniek Maynard 

Shaniek Maynard is the Executive Director of the Roundtable of St. Lucie County, a nonprofit 

organization comprised of chief executives from law enforcement, social services and government 

agencies working together to build a community that supports the success of youth in St. Lucie County, 

Florida. Prior to joining the Roundtable in August 2014, Ms. Maynard served for seven years as an 

Assistant United States Attorney with the United States Attorney's Office (USAO) for the Southern 

District of Florida. As a federal prosecutor, she prosecuted violent crimes, crimes against children, 

human trafficking, civil rights, narcotics crimes, and white collar fraud . She was the branch office point 

of contact for civil rights cases and for the Violence Reduction Partnership, a program aimed at reducing 

violence in "hot spot" crime ridden neighborhoods. Prior to the USAO, Ms. Maynard was an associate 

at Shearman & Sterling LLP in Washington D.C., where she represented clients such as the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Citibank, Bank of America, and General Electric in complex 

commercial litigation and arbitration. Ms. Maynard has also worked at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund 

and the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Section (Special Litigation) . She received her law degree 

from Yale Law School in 2001, and her undergraduate degrees from Howard University in 1998. She is 

licensed to practice in Florida and Washington D.C. 



“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever 
affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” 

-Martin Luther King, Jr.-

Veverly Gary Hamilton is an attorney and the sole owner of the Law Offices of 
Veverly Gary Hamilton, P.A., where she practices in the areas of family law, 
personal injury, medical malpractice and criminal defense. She also worked as 
a Registered Nurse for twenty-seven years. Veverly is admitted to practice law in 
all of Florida’s state courts, the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Florida, and United States District Court for the Western District of 
Wisconsin. She is a member of the Florida Bar and the American Association for 
Justice.  

She is a member of the ACLU where she serves as President of the Treasure 
Coast Chapter ACLU of Florida, chair of the Treasure Coast Chapter legal panel 
and a board member of the ACLU of Florida. She is a board member of the Martin 
County Democratic Black Caucus where she serves as chair of the policy and 
bylaws committees and provides legal advice to the Caucus. She is also a board 
member and serves as legal counsel for Indiantown Community Outreach, Inc. 
and is advisory legal counsel for Wings of Deliverance, Inc. 

Mrs. Gary-Hamilton earned her Juris Doctorate from Nova Southeastern 
University Shepard Broad Law Center in 2004, Bachelors of Arts in Political 
Science with a minor in Sociology, Cum laude, in 2000 from Florida Atlantic 
University, and an Associate Degree in Nursing from Palm Beach State College 
in 1989. She also holds a certificate in Ethnic Studies from Florida Atlantic 
University. Due to her outstanding academic work at Florida Atlantic University, 
she was inducted into the National Political Science Honor Society and during 
law school she was listed in Who’s Who among American Law Students and made 
the Dean’s list several semesters. 

Veverly Gary Hamilton



Love gave me the audacity to hope. 
Hope gave and continues to give me 
the right to dream. My dreams will 
continue forever and a day. I would like 
to believe my eyes tell my story. A story 
filled with pain and glory. I am here 
today because everyone's life is a 
blueprint of hope. Maybe my story will 
help if only one soul find piece in the  
midst of the Malay. I am kalypso, a 
survivor, a striver, and most of all, i am 
a human.

Kalypso Vassalotti



Born in Lahore, Pakistan, moved to the United States at the Age of 6 in 1979. Resided 
in New York City until the age of 14.  Florida resident since 1987. Port St. Lucie 
Resident since 2003. Married for 18 years with 2 children currently enrolled in St. Lucie 
County Schools. Own my risk mitigation company. 

Actively coordinating & working to get Muslims more involved in the community in order 
to dispel negative stereotypes about Islam. Currently working with Sarah's Kitchen in 
St. Lucie County, St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office, & New Horizon's Rehabilitation. 

Not a religious scholar or an Imam. Consider myself to be a student of life & religion. 

Muhammed Malik



Joe Beck, Founder 
Humanists of the Treasure Coast 

After completing a year as a VISTA volunteer in one of Baltimore Maryland’s most 
troubled neighborhoods, Joe Beck earned a master of social work degree in 1969 from 
the State University of NY at Buffalo. He initiated Employee Assistance Programs for 
private corporations, a Developmental Center and a Children’s Psychiatric Hospital 
before retiring in 1994 as a NY licensed social worker. He then initiated the Humanist 
Perspective cable access TV show which aired in many states including Hawaii. He 
moved to Florida in 2009 and founded Humanists of the Treasure Coast, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization and is Florida’s first Humanist Chaplain, certified as such by the 
Humanist Society. He has provided support to secular patients, ( humanists, atheists, 
agnostics,) at the West Palm Beach VA, Martin Health Care System, Port St. Lucie 
Medical Center, Lawnwood Medical Center, Indian River Medical Center and the Indian 
River and Treasure Coast Hospices. He provides lectures on the need to provide the 
same level of recognition and support to secular patients as is provided to religious 
patients and his article “Secular Patients Graciously Accept Second Class Status” has 
been published in the Institute for Science and Human Values, Human Prospect Digest, 
Autumn 2015, Volume 5, Number 1. 



Barbara Cheives is the President and CEO of Converge & Associates Consulting, Inc.  
Barbara's consulting expertise includes law enforcement an     organizations; media; 
education; and corporations.  Barbara served as the first Executive Director of Toward a 
More Perfect Union in Palm Beach Co    addressing the critical impact of race and ethnicity 
in a diverse community.

Barbara has planned and executed county wide community engagement and 
community dialogue projects with difficult to reach communities for the YWCA, 
Children's Home Society and Community Partners of Palm Beach County and 
statewide for the Florida Network of Youth and Family Services.  Barbara has 
presented at state and national conferences for the National Council on Crime and 
Delinquency; HR Florida; Florida Network of Youth and Family Services; YWCA; and the 
National Leukemia Lymphoma Society.  She has designed and delivered workshops 
around youth violence prevention; Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC), and the portrayal 
if minorities in the media. Additionally, Barbara is a certified Ethics Trainer providing training 
for the Palm Beach State College Center for Applied Ethics. 

Barbara's community appointments include Past Chair of Palm Beach County Criminal 
Justice Commission.  She served on the West Palm Beach Mayor's Transition Team where 
she chaired Neighborhood Improvement and Community Outreach.  She was also 
appointed as a Commissioner to the statewide 2007 Blueprint Commission for the Florida 
Department of Juvenile Justice. She serves on the National Board of the Institute of 
Community Peace in Washington, D.C.  She is Immediate Past President of National Coalition 
of 100 Black Women, Inc.  West Palm Beach Chapter and the Co-Chair of the Tabernacle 
Missionary Baptist Church Social Justice Ministry.  Barbara is an active alumna of Leadership 
Palm Beach County, from Class of 2002.

Among her personal and professional honors are The American Cancer Society 
Lifesaver Award; United Way of Palm Beach County Volunteer of the Year; March of Dimes 
Women of Distinction.  She was a 2013 Leadership Palm Beach County Excellence 
Award Finalist.  She was featured in the Summer 2013 issue of The Palm Beacher 
Magazine as one of the 25 Impact Players Defining Palm Beach County. Barbara is also 
a Fiber Artist who loves to share her excitement and life of cultural activism as well her 
love of artistic creativity.

Barbara Cheives
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