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The Port Saint Lucie Police Department is dedicated  

to keeping our roadways safe for drivers, cyclists,  
and pedestrians by conducting traffic enforcement 

throughout the city. The ultimate goal of traffic  
enforcement to reduce the number of traffic  

collisions throughout the city by issuing warnings  
and citations to drivers who are found to have violated 

the traffic laws established by the state. You can  
minimize the potential of being stopped by a police 

officer or being involved in a crash by following  
some simple driving safety tips.  

 OBEY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES: 
 

Running red lights and stop signs causes unnecessary risk to 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians and does not save more 

than a few seconds of time during your overall journey. That 
few seconds is not worth the risk to your life or someone 
else’s life. Allow yourself enough driving time to safely  
arrive at your destination while still obeying the traffic  

signals. 
 

 DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE: 
 

It is a crime punishable by heavy fines and jail time to  
operate a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or 

drugs (including prescription medications which alter your 
ability to safely operate a vehicle). Many crashes involving 
serious injuries and fatalities are caused by a driver who is 
impaired at the time of the crash. Always have a designated 
sober driver if you are planning to consume alcohol or are 

otherwise impaired.   
 

 DON’T DRIVE DISTRACTED: 
 

Always stay focused on your driving and keep distractions to 
a minimum. Eating, reading, grooming, texting and talking 

on the phone are serious distracters which can have life 
changing or even fatal consequences. Not only is texting 
while driving a serious distraction, it is also a violation of 
Florida law. Avoid a costly citation and possible vehicle 

collision, by refraining from texting until you are no longer 
operating a vehicle. 

 

 MOVE OVER FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES: 
 

Always use caution when approaching an emergency  
vehicle that is stopped on the side of a roadway with its 

emergency lights activated. If you are traveling on a  
2-lane roadway, reduce your speed to a least 20 mph  

under the posted speed limit. When traveling on a  
multi-lane roadway, slow down and move over to the 

adjacent lane if safe to do so. 
 

 DON’T DRIVE DROWSY: 
 

Operating a vehicle while you are drowsy can have  
disastrous results. Drowsiness can lead to slow or even  

incorrect reactions to unexpected circumstances. If you doze 
off for just two (2) seconds while driving 65 mph, you will 
have traveled two-thirds the length of a football field before 

you wake up. That is a significant distance in which to  
collide with another vehicle, stationary object, or pedestrian 
walking along the side of the road. If you are drowsy, pull 
off to a safe location and attempt to rest before continuing 

your trip.   

 
 OBEY POSTED SPEED LIMITS: 

 

In order to avoid expensive fines and points leveraged 
against your drivers license, always drive within the 
speed limit. Increased speeds require longer stopping 
times and diminish your ability to react quickly when 

something unexpected happens along your path.  
Additionally, higher speeds increase your chances of 
serious or even fatal injuries in the event that a crash 

does occur. 
 

 ALWAYS USE SAFETY RESTRAINT  
DEVICES WHEN OPERATING OR  

RIDING IN A VEHICLE: 
 

Florida law requires that all front seat occupants and 
all children under the age of 18 regardless of where 

they are seated, utilize safety restraints/seat belts while 
riding in a motor vehicle. Safety restraints/seat belts  
significantly reduce the risk of traffic fatalities and 

serious injuries in the event of a crash.    
 

 FOLLOW AT A SAFE DISTANCE: 
 

Always keep at least a 2-second following distance 
between you and the vehicle in front of you. This will 
allow for a safer response in the event that the vehicle 

ahead of you stops suddenly. Increase this distance 
whenever weather, roadway conditions, and traffic 

issues dictate a longer stopping distance is necessary.   

 TRY TO AVOID AGGRESSIVE DRIVING  
SITUATIONS:     

 

Be a courteous driver. When merging into another 
lane be sure to leave enough room between you and 

the vehicle currently occupying that lane. Signal 
your intentions and do not “cut off” the other 

driver.   
 

If you see someone driving aggressively try not to 
judge them. Perhaps, they just received information 

of an emergency involving their child or maybe 
they abruptly jerked the wheel due to a wasp in the 
vehicle. Whatever the circumstance, even though 

your driving actions may be right and theirs may be 
wrong stay calm and let them go by.   

 

If you feel you are about be involved in an incident 
of “road rage”, do not engage in the other driver’s 
attempt to argue or fight. Instead, call for help and 

drive to a well populated area to discourage the 
driver from escalating the incident. Stay in your 
vehicle and use your horn to get the attention of 

others individuals in the area. Don’t let your pride 
get in the way. Arriving at your destination safely 

is the ultimate goal.   
 

Top Tips for Safe Driving  

Safe Driving Mission 

If you are stopped by a police officer, remain calm. 
Stay in your vehicle and turn on the interior dome 

light (if you are stopped at night). Keep your hands 
on the steering wheel and do not make any sudden 
movements as the officer approaches the vehicle. 

The officer will request to see your driver’s license, 
vehicle registration, and proof of insurance and 

should explain the reason you were stopped. If you 
have a weapon in the vehicle, calmly disclose this 

information to the officer but DO NOT reach for it. 
If you are issued a citation, you will have the  

opportunity to dispute the citation in court if you 
choose. Do not argue with the officer during the 

traffic stop.   

What If I Get Pulled Over?  
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