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Stormdrains connect directly to our canals, rivers, and
estuary. They carry rainwater away from urban areas to
prevent flooding.

Wait 30. Newly-installed landscapes
can't efficiently use nitrogen, so do not
apply fertilizer for the first 30 days.

Yard waste entering stormdrains creates algae and
uses up the oxygen that fish need to survive. Reducing
runoff pollution in your yard is easy. What you do in
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= ] I“ === your yard can make a big difference to our Indian River Step back 10. Keep fertilizer at least 10
Ll s Lagoon. feet away from any wetland or body of
= The state of Florida requires all counties with impaired water.
———— waterways to adopt a fertilizer management ordinance. ] .
- RIRUND High levels of nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) in St. Sweep it up. Sweep‘any fertilizer gran-
: 0 Lucie waterways can impair water quality. Some of these UI?S that fall onto sidewalks, streets or
nutrients can come from misapplication of fertilizer. driveways back onto the lawn.
; St. Lucie County’s fertilizer man- On your guard. Use a deflector shield on your fertilizer
OR O agement ordinance (No. 2014-3) These Fertilizer spreader so you spread fertilizer only where you need
. 1 and the City of Port St. Lucie’s Ordinances pro- it.
RUNC Code of Ordinances Chapter hibit the disposal Keep the clippings. It is against the law to blow leaves

44 affects everyone who applies
fertilizer, including homeowners,
landscape and lawn care profes-
sionals. It is intended to protect
the water quality and the natural
habitats of our waterways.

BEFORE YOU APPLY FERTILIZER

of yard waste
into stormdrains.
Violators could
face penalties. needed.

or grass clippings into the roadway. Blow them back
onto your lawn. They can supply some of the nitrogen
your grass needs and reduce the amount of fertilizer

Watch the weather. Do not fertilize on days when
heavy rain is forecast. Rainstorms don’t water in
fertilizer. They wash it away, wasting your money and
polluting our water.

STORMWATER RUNOEF
ENDS UPINILOCALYSTREAMS SCREEKS,
RIVERS'AND THE |

1. Know the size of your
yard. Length x Width =
Square Feet. Then,
subtract the square
footage of your house,
driveway, or any perma-
nent features for your
yard size.

2. Read the label on the
front of the fertilizer bag
for N (nitrogen) content,
then flip the bag over and
determine amount of slow
release Nitrogen. It must
be at least 50% Slow-Re-
lease Nitrogen (SRN).

3. Look for 0% Phosphate
(P). A soil test is required
before adding P.

What To Look For On Your Fertilizer Label

-}% of Total N as Slow-Release Nitrogen (SRN) =
10.5x 100 = 75%
14

(Meets 50% SRN Requirement)

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS
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Follow the label. Fertilizer applications should be
made according to the manufacturer’s label or as
recommended by the Florida-Friendly Landscaping™

program.

Go low maintenance. Establish a low maintenance
zone 10 feet from all water bodies. This area should be
planted and managed for minimal watering and mow-
ing, eliminating the need to fertilize.

Apply it right. Do not apply
fertilizer that exceeds the
recommended range for the
plant species. Slow release
nitrogen (coated) can not
exceed one pound per 1,000
square feet. Look for the
terms time-release, slow
release or controlled-release

on the product label.

You can not
fertilize with
Nitrogen and/

or Phosphorus
between June
1st and Sep-
tember 30th.






